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the washing process proper. The washing mill of to-day is
the same in principle as that of fifty years ago, only it is as
a rule of greater capacity and heavier build. Essentially it
consists of two cast-iron rollers resting horizontally side by
side, a common size in present practice being 2 ft. lOin.
by 14 in.
The roller may have the surface plain, or it may be
grooved with straight, rifle or spiral cuts. Different rubber
manufacturers have their own ideas on this point, and rollers
cut in a variety of ways are to be met with. The rollers
revolve inwardly at different speeds, their distance apart
being regulated by screws on the front part of the roller
frame. The general arrangement of the machine will be
easily understood from the illustration (Fig. 10), and it
will be unnecessary to go into details, which are purely
mechanical. It may, however, be mentioned that the power
required for this work is such that direct driving by means
of cog-wheels from the main shaft is now the general rule,
and the belt-driven machine that is figured in older bookn
may be considered obsolete.
In the actual washing process the workman places by
hand small quantities of the rubber between the rollers on
which a stream of cold water is constantly running. The
gripping action of the rollers tears the rubber into pieces,
the while the stream of water removes the impurities.
After passing several times through the rollers the cleansed
rubber takes the form of a corrugated sheet containing as
impurities hardly a trace of anything except the resins
already referred to. These being insoluble in water arid of
an adhesive nature cannot be removed in this way.
The capacity of the washing machines in general use is